i8      BEYOND THE PALE OF THE RAILWAY
its situation, and surmounted by two lofty Roman columns
formerly a portion of a temple portico.* Towards the town
the hill is precipitous, but on the further side the slope is
gradual; and accordingly the whole of this face, together
with the two return ends, is defended by one of the most
magnificent dry moats that exists anywhere in the world.
It is hewn out of solid rock, with sides that are absolutely
vertical; and may measure even now about thirty feet
deep and not less than thirty feet wide. Formerly it could
be crossed at two or three places by narrow wooden draw-
bridges ; and the posterns to which they gave access can
still be seen in the walls. At what epoch this moat was
constructed we did not feel competent to determine. The
walls are partly Saracenic, partly Roman, and partly
Sassanian ; they are now extremely ruinous and of no very
formidable height, f
Urfa in classical days was known by the name of Edessa,
and was the capital city of that king Abgarus of Osroene,
whose Epistle to our Lord is included among the Apocryphal
Gospels. This tale is something more than a legend, for
it dates from the beginning of the fourth century; and is
related by the historians Eusebius and Moses of Khorene,
who both profess to have derived their authority from
contemporary documents which they had themselves
inspected among the royal archives at Edessa. They tell
us how the king was afflicted with leprosy, and how he
sought in vain to be cured by the physicians and sorcerers
of his own land. How at length he heard report of the
miracles that were being wrought in Judaea by Jesus the
* A legend attaches to these columns which should make a strong
appeal to anyone with gambling instincts. One of the two is full of gold
and silver ; the other acts as stopper to a prodigious fountain of water
which is capable of producing another Noachian flood. He who pulls
down the former will win wealth beyond the dreams of avarice ; but if he
touches the latter he will eliminate mankind. Which is which no one can
tell, for the two are precisely similar, and consequently nobody hitherto
has had courage to risk the attempt'.
f There are many tombs and hermits' cells in the hill which faces the
castle, similar to the combs and cells of Dara, which will be described
in chap. iii. One of the tombs near the moat has a door formed of a
great stone disc running in a groove and socket. Of this type in all
probability was the tomb of our Lord.